[image: image1.png]ROMANIAN
. ‘ CULTURAL
INSTITUTE




Under embargo for 00.01, Tuesday 24 July 2012
Vast hay sculptures, a life-size jigsaw puzzle and urban furniture installed in London’s East End 
Urban furniture celebrating British success in areas of literature and science, monumental hay sculptures and an interactive life-size jigsaw puzzle will be installed in Victoria Park, Trinity Square Gardens and London Pleasure Gardens for visitors and local residents to enjoy.  These sculptural installations are part of the Romanian Cultural Institute’s ROlympics programme of cultural events, showcasing contemporary Romanian artists through-out the city during the Games.
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The sculptures are:
· Cultural Stations - three pieces of urban furniture conceived by architects Minodora Cerin and Mircea Margarit. The Literary and the Science station celebrate British success in these respective fields and the Multicultural Station celebrates London and the many nationalities that live in the capital.  These three benches are to be installed in Trinity Square Gardens, Tower Hamlets.
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· Bird and Skyscraper - two vertical organic hay and steel sculptures will be installed on West Lake, Victoria Park. 
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· Times Spiral - a horizontal hay and steel sculpture will be installed in the London Pleasure Gardens.  All three organic hay sculptures are by Romanian artist Erno Bartha and serve to remind us of our connection to nature. 
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PlayPoint Puzzle by artist Miruna Amza and architect Liviu Zagan – a life-size interactive jigsaw puzzle will be installed in the BT Live Site in Victoria Park.  The interactive sculpture encourages visitors to ‘solve’ the puzzle by revolving the four-sided squares to reveal sporting scenes.
These sculptures are presented to the city by the Romanian Cultural Institute in collaboration with Tower Hamlets Council.
The ROlympics, a programme of 17 cultural events and installations across London this summer, invites Londoners and visitors to the capital to enjoy the work of contemporary Romanian artists across various disciplines, including art, architecture, poetry, theatre, film, dance, music, literature and sculpture, through a vibrant and varied programme of events. 

The ROlympics programme of events and installations run from June through to September 2012 in various London venues from Kings Place to Victoria Park. Events are both free and ticketed. Please find more details on the Romanian Cultural Institute’s website:
 www.icr-london.co.uk/rolympics 

- Ends -
A photocall of the installation of the hay sculptures in London Pleasure Gardens and Victoria Park will be arranged in the early morning on Friday 20 July 2012.

For further information, images or to interview the artists, please contact Kate Wright-Morris on 07782 246 184 or via email: kagwm@hotmail.com
For further information about The Romanian Cultural Institute London 
please contact Anamaria Onisei on 07810 857 990 
or via email: anamaria.onisei@icr-london.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Cultural Stations by architects Minodora Cerin and Mircea Margarit
The dimensions for the three stations installed in Trinity Square Gardens are:

- the Literary Station: 2.6m x 1m x 0.5m with a total weight of 160 kilos
- the Science Station: 2m x 1m x 0,5m with a total weight of 180 kilos
- the Multicultural Station: two modules of 1.5m x 1.5m x 0,75m each with a total weight of 250 kilos.

Hay and Steel Sculptures by Erno Bartha

The dimensions for the sculptures installed in West Lake, Victoria Park are:

· Skyscraper: 6m x 2m x 1.5m with a total weight of 350 kilos

· Bird: 5.5m x 5.5m x 2m with a total weight of 270 kilos

The dimensions for Bartha’s sculpture installed in London Pleasure Gardens 

· Time Spiral: 10.5m x 4m x 2m total weight 1.2 tones
PlayPoint Puzzle by artist Miruna Amza and architect Liviu Zagan

Situated in BT Live Site Victoria Park
The dimensions of the puzzle’s footprint is 10m x 10m x 2,5m
The Romanian Cultural Institute promotes contemporary and traditional Romanian arts & culture through international partnership programmes and events.

It has a global network of 18 Institutes and works under the patronage of HE the President of Romania.  The institute is a member of the European Union National Institutes for Culture and the home of the Enescu Society in the UK.

The Romanian Cultural Institute in London’s ROlympics programme includes a broad range of events across a range of art forms to showcase Romanian contemporary artists in London to coincide with the Cultural Olympiad and the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Romanian Cultural Institute London would like to thank the following partners for collaborating on the ROlympics programme:

The Embassy of Romania in the United Kingdom

The Romanian Olympic and Sport Commitee

Islington Council

Tower Hamlets Council

Poet in the City

London International festival of Theatre

Big Dance 2012

Hayward Gallery

Muzeul National al Satului Dimitrie Gusti

Four Corners

East End Film Festival

Serious

Theatre Royal Stratford East

British Council

Southbank Centre

National Authority of Sport and Youth

English National Ballet

National Museum of Romanian Literature

BT River of Music

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust

INTBAU

Opera Holland Park

Live Nation
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