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25 September 2013
For immediate release

Romanian Cultural Days in Reykjavik

6-13 October 2013
Romanian Cultural Days in Reykjavik is a festival of discovery. Of a country, of its culture and people. The first Romanian festival ever presented in Iceland and organised by the Romanian Cultural Institute in London, it targets the heart as well as the mind, bringing to Iceland, as an invitation to knowledge and voyage, the warmth, the exuberance, and the friendship of sunny, blue-skied Romania.   

For one week, at the most well known venues in Reykjavik, the events will reveal a Romania of pictures – through film; a Romania of words – through poetry; a Romania part of Europe and member of the European Union – through history, dialogue and debate; a Romania of sound – through classical and contemporary music; and a Romania of gourmet pleasures, through the excellent, mouth-watering wines and food traditions.  

Romanian Cultural Days in Reykjavik are open to everyone, offering something to see, to taste, to listen to, to read and to think about. The programme features classical music concerts and ethno jazz sessions, screenings and Q&As with award-winning film directors, poetry readings, discussions about Romanian history.  Obviously, it also includes a party, as a reminder of Romanians joy of life, and tastings of wines and food, as a prelude to the trips to Romania that will unquestionably follow.    

Although it presents only a small part of Romanian culture, the festival offers the opportunity to meet some of the most exciting artists and intellectuals who make Romanian culture exciting, diverse and surprising: violinist Remus Azoiței, the best performer of the great Romanian composer Enescu and Professor at the Royal Academy of Music in London, historian Adrian Cioroianu, Romania’s former Minister of Foreign Affairs, film director Stere Gulea, one of the forefathers of the Romanian New Wave,  internationally acclaimed poet Doina Ioanid, saxophonist Lucian Nagy, the creator of the most up-to-date ethno jazz sound and Dan Balaban, the guru of Romanian wine-making art.      
The Icelandic-Romanian cultural links have come to prominence particularly in cinema so far: Kjartan Sveinsson, the composer of Rúnarsson’s Volcano’s sound track, was a jury member of the largest Romanian film festival TIFF, in 2012. The same festival awarded Rúnarsson the best director prize for Volcano in 2011. Romanian cinema was also celebrated in Reykjavik in 2005, when the famous Romanian director Cristi Puiu won the Discovery of the Year Award for The Death of Mr. Lazarescu at RIFF, and since then the festival has included annually new Romanian productions. 


The Romanian Cultural Institute London would like to thank the following partners: the Embassy of Romania to the Kingdom of Denmark and the Republic of Iceland, the Honorary Consulate of Romania in Reykjavik, the Romanian National Tourism Office, and Davino Wines, as well as to the local supporters: Hotel Holt, Reykjavik International Film Festival, Nordic House, Dill Restaurant, Hotel Borg, Eymundsson, The Reads Festival in Reykjavik, HARPA, University of Iceland, Bio Paradis. 

More details about the programme: http://www.icr-london.co.uk/reykjavik

All of the Romanian guests are available for interviews. Photos on request. 


For enquiries please contact:

Valur Gunnarsson at valurgunnars@gmail.com or
Magda Stroe on +44 7810 857 990 or email: magda.stroe@icr-london.co.uk. 
Full Programme
Gala Concert, Wed 9 Oct, 19.30, HARPA, Kaldalón Hall
Acclaimed virtuosos Remus Azoitei (violin) and Eduard Stan (piano) open the Romanian Days in Reykjavik with a Gala Tribute to Enescu and Fauré. The musicians recorded the complete works for violin and piano by George Enescu, an authoritative world premiere project released by Hänssler Classic on 2 CDs in 2007/08.
Introductory remarks by the Ambassador of Romania to the Kingdom if Denmark and the Republic of Iceland, the Director of the Romanian Cultural Institute in London, and the Honorary Consul to Reykjavik.  
Film
Witty comedies, edge-of-your-seat dramas, a global premiere and a special meeting with celebrated director Stere Gulea, in a showcase of the most exciting Romanian films of this year.

When Evening Falls on Bucharest or Metabolism | Dir: Corneliu Porumboiu | 6 Oct, 15.00, Háskólabíó
Child’s Pose | Golden Bear 2013 | Dir: Călin Peter Netzer | 10 Oct, 20.00, Bíó Paradís
Of Snails and Men | Dir: Tudor Giurgiu | 11 Oct, 20.00, Bíó Paradís
I’m an Old Communist Hag + Director Stere Gulea Q&A | 12 Oct, 18.00, Bíó Paradís

Doc & Talk, Thu 10 Oct, 17.00, University of Iceland, Askja building (room N-132), Sturlugötu 7
Romania’s former Minister of Foreign Affairs, historian Adrian Cioroianu and Prof. Ástráður Eysteinsson discuss crucial moments of Romania’s contemporary history. The talk is preceded by the screening of "A Century for Romania", a vivid depiction of 100 years of challenges, setbacks and triumphs. Free.

Poetry, Fri 11 Oct, 17.00, Eymundsson, Austurstraeti 18
Renowned poet Doina Ioanid joins broadcaster Jórunn Sigurðardóttir to examine the pleasures and pains of poetry as a late-blooming love. She will read from her critically acclaimed collections "The Marzipan Damsel" and "Drumbeats for Taming the Hedgehog Sow" amongst others. The event is part of the Reykjavik Reads Festival hosted by Reykjavik UNESCO City of Literature, dedicated this year to poetry in the city under the title "Poems on the Way". Free.

Music & Party, Sat 12 Oct, 20.30, Hotel Borg
The volcanic Romanian band Lucian Nagy Triolectric make their Icelandic debut with a hearty electro-Balkan blend. Fuel your dance moves with a complimentary glass of Romanian plum brandy. Free.
Lucian Nagy – saxophone & flute
Stefan Olariu – trumpet
Claudiu Buna – percussion
DJ set & visuals - Lucian Nagy Triolectric

Food, Wine & Travel: Romanian Day at the Nordic House, Sun 13 Oct, 12.00 – 18.00
From Transylvania’s unspoilt landscapes to the Black Sea’s sunny beaches, Romania is an amazing place to discover. Sample the finest food & wine traditions and see fabulous footage of Wild Carpathia... all with a touch of fiery live music! Free.

12.00 - 15.00: Romanian lunch at Dill Restaurant
15.00 - 17.00: Food and wine tasting  
Tasting of prestigious Davino wines, presented by wine guru Dan Balaban
Food sampling (cheeses, meats, traditional dishes)
Tourism opportunities and presentations by the Romanian Tourism Office in London
17.00: Special screening of the most beautiful cinematic travelogue about Romania, "Wild Carpathia".  

Notes to Editors


The Romanian Cultural Institute promotes contemporary and traditional Romanian arts & culture through international partnership programmes and events. It has a global network of 18 institutes.  The institute in London is a member of the European Union National Institutes for Culture and the home of the Enescu Society in the UK. More at www.icr-london.co.uk 
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Romanian Cultural Institute

1 Belgrave Square, SW1X 8PH, London

T: +4420 7752 0134; F: +44 20 7235 0383; E: office@icr-london.co.uk

        www.icr-london.co.uk


