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For immediate release, 27 February 2013
Warwick Davis and the Seven Dwarves of Auschwitz: One of the Most Extraordinary Stories of Survival and Deliverance 


The Romanian Cultural Institute and the Embassy of Israel are pleased to present a preview screening of “Warwick Davis: The Seven Dwarves of Auschwitz”, a Chameleon Television production for ITV, which tells the extraordinary story of the Lilliput Troupe, seven dwarf siblings from Transylvania, (present Romania), who all survived the appalling experiments of Dr Mengele at Auschwitz. The film synchronises with the publication of the book "Giants: The Dwarfs of Auschwitz" which is written by Israeli authors Yehuda Koren and Eilat Negev. The foreword to the book is written by celebrated actor Warwick Davis, the presenter of the film.

The film screening will take place at the Romanian Cultural Institute on Wednesday 13 March 2013 at 7.00pm. The screening will be followed by a Q&A chaired by Judy Ironside, Executive Director of UK Jewish Film. The panel includes Guest of Honour Warwick Davis, Ursula Macfarlane, Producer of the film, Eilat Negev & Yehuda Koren, and Dr Marius Turda, Reader in 20th Century Central and Eastern European Biomedicine at Oxford Brookes University.

The 45 minute film skillfully recounts the incredible tale of the Ovitz family of singers and performers from Rozavlea, famous in Central Europe in the 1930s and 40s for their astonishing Vaudeville programme, the only all-dwarf show at the time. Doomed for being Jewish and for their disability, the seven siblings were deported to Auschwitz and separated from other victims on the orders of Dr Mengele, who experimented on the family, aiming to discover the causes of dwarfism.

Ironically, dwarfism eventually saved their lives, the Ovitz family survived to tell the dark tale of the death camp and their time with the murderous doctor. They went back home to the village of Rozavlea, where they found their gold and jewellery still buried under their car. But nothing was the same any more: only 50 of the towns 650 Jews had returned. In 1949, the Ovitz family emmigrated to Israel, where they became successful performers once again, but the lingering memory of their experiences during the Holocaust stayed with them until the end of their days.

Yehuda Koren and Eilat Negev are journalists whose work has been widely published and critically acclaimed across the globe. They are authors of First Lady of Fleet Street, presented at Jewish Book Week in 2012, and A Lover of Unreason: The Biography of Assia Weevil.
Warwick Davis is a well-known actor. He played the title characters in Willow and the Leprechaun film series, and appeared in Star Wars Episode VI: Return of the Jedi and the Harry Potter films. Davis has also starred as a fictionalised version of himself in the sitcom Life's Too Short, written and directed by Ricky Gervais and Stepehn Marchant.

For press enquiries please contact Simona Nastac on 0207 752 0134 or via email: simona.nastac@icr-london.co.uk 

Notes to Editors

The Romanian Cultural Institute promotes contemporary and traditional Romanian arts & culture through international partnership programmes and events. It has a global network of 18 Institutes and is a member of the European Union National Institutes for Culture and the home of the Enescu Society in the UK.
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