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Amza Pellea, one of the most iconic Romanian actors, to be celebrated in London on the 30th anniversary of his death

The Romanian Cultural Institute (RCI) in London will be showing throughout April four of Amza Pellea’s most iconic films to mark the 30th anniversary of the death of one Romania’s best and beloved actors. The season is part of the Romanian Cinematheque, RCI’s regular showcase of Romanian cinema, and is also a celebration of the Romanian popular cinema, whose memorable characters, stories and punch lines offered a distraction from the gloomy realities of life in Communism.
Amza Pellea was one of the most influential actors both on stage and the big screen during the Communist regime. He died at the age of 52 [in 1983], but his film and theatre performances continue to be held in high regard by critics and the public.

The Romanian Cultural Institute will launch the Amza Pellea Month on 2nd April with a special screening of Then I Sentenced Them All to Death (Atunci i-am condamnat pe toti la moarte, by Sergiu Nicolaescu, 1972), a delicate insight into human behaviour in times of fear and oppression. Following the screening there will be a discussion with Pellea’s daughter, the internationally renowned actress Oana Pellea (Children of Men - Alfonso Cuarón, 2006), who will talk about her father's work, his influence on Romanian film, as well as her own upcoming projects.

The second screening will be Gently Was Anastasia Passing (Duios Anastasia trecea, by Alexandru Tatos, 1979), on 11th  April, an unsettling retelling of the Antigone myth. In this World War II-set drama, a village school teacher defies a German edict not to bury the corpse of a partisan left in the square as an example to others.

The third screening is Michael the Brave (Mihai Viteazul, by Sergiu Nicolaescu, 1971) on 19th April, a historical epic depicting the reign of the 16th century warrior prince Mihai Viteazul, featuring large-scale battle scenes mixed with political intrigue, murderous treachery, and family drama.

The season will conclude on 25th April with one of Romania’s most adored and popular comedies, Uncle Marin, the Billionaire (Nea Marin miliardar, by Sergiu Nicolaescu, 1979), presenting Pellea in a dual role, one of a rich man and the other poor. It is said that this is the film Ceausescu hated the most, but its popularity grew immensely - over 14 million Romanians watched it in the first two weeks of release, a box-office record.

Our tribute to this versatile and accomplished actor, the RCI programme will bring together these Amza Pellea titles for the first time in the UK.

All screenings will be in Romanian, with English subtitles and will be held at the Romanian Cultural Institute, 1 Belgrave Square, SW1X 8PH from 7PM. Admittance is free, but due to popular demand people are encouraged to book their seats at 020 7752 0134, office@icr-london.co.uk in order to avoid disappointment.

Notes to Editors

The Romanian Cultural Institute promotes contemporary and traditional Romanian arts & culture through international partnership programmes and events. It has a global network of 18 Institutes and is a member of the European Union National Institutes for Culture.

For press enquiries please contact Mirona Nicola on 0207 752 0134 or via email: events@icr-london.co.uk.

High resolution pictures and DVD screeners available.
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