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Romanian Video-Art @ London Festival of Europe 
Tuesday 20 March 

Lecture Theatre, 2.30pm

• Off the Map. In Bucharest by Ioana Marinescu & Robert Fearns

2006, 25’

In March 1984, demolition started in Bucharest on an unprecedented scale to make place for the so-called ‘People’s Palace’ and the ‘Victory of Socialism Boulevard’, dictated by Ceausescu. Thousands of houses and many historical monuments were demolished or moved from their original locations, and one of the most picturesque quarters of Bucharest, the Uranus hill, was transformed into a desolate wasteland. Most of the inhabitants were moved to the edge of the city in newly built and often unfinished blocks of flats. The building project obliterated the identity of the community, its sense of belonging and continuity. 
The film by Ioana Marinescu and Robert Fearns is a documentary that reconstructs, mentally and visually, the hidden history and memories of the erased part of the city and its inhabitants.Their verbal recollections in interviews alternate with the voice of the narrator, while the camera moves from present to past revealing unique archival images.The film puts an emphasis on the trauma of the displaced community and its lost, intimate place. 

Ioana Marinescu (b. 1973, Bucharest) studied at the Institute of Architecture in Bucharest and at RIBA, University of North London, UK. Her most recent exhibitions include: Gas Pipes, AA School of Architecture, London (2006) and Off the Map. In Bucharest, Young Artists Biennial 2, Bucharest (2006).

Robert Fearns (b. 1954, UK) is a senior lecturer in Fine Art Media at the Bath Spa University. 
Lecture Theatre, 6.00pm
• The Trial by Mona Vatamanu & Florin Tudor

2004 - 2005, 37’24”

A unique film about a text that seems to be a theatrical performance rather than the transcript of Ceausescu’s trial in December 1989, when every Romanian was ‘glued’ to the TV set to witness the dictator’s capture, trial and death. The video alludes also to the TV journals from communist period, presenting every evening the new blocks of flats built by the regime. Filmed from the same Dacia 1300 national car, the film shows how nothing actually changed with these blocks in the last 15 years.
Mona Vatamanu ( b.1968, Constanta) & Florin Tudor (b.1974, Geneva) work together since 2000. Selected exhibitions: Liquid Matter, Kunstraum Kreuzberg Bethanien, Berlin (2006), Art-chitecture of Change, Isola Art Centre, Milano, and The Trial. Private Investigations, Stadtturm Galerie, Innsbruck / solo (2005). 
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