BRANCUSI

and his

FRIENDS, LOVERS, DEALERS AND COLLECTORS

In 2001 the remainder of the Brancusi archives (La Dation Brancusi 2001) in the collection of the family of Alexandre Istrati and Natalia Dumitresco were donated to CNAC (Centre National d’Art et de Culture) Georges Pompidou, Paris. Two years later,  an exhibition entitled: La Dation Brancusi (dessins et achives) opened at Centre Pompidou (25 june – 15 september, 2003) accompanied by a comprehensive catalogue researched  and compiled by Marielle Tabart and Doina Lemny. Until that date the bulk of Brancusi’s private correspondence was unknown to Brancusi scholars. The importance of this event cannot be over emphasized because it throws light on the  secretive personality of Brancusi. This ‘treasure trove’ enabled me also to write a new book on Brancusi  to be published by Reaktion Books in their prestigious series Critical Lives (February 2010).

The fact that Reaktion Books decided to incorporate Brancusi among the 19th and 20th century seminal personalities who shaped our culture reflects the increased awareness that alongside Charles Baudelaire, Pablo Picasso, Marcel Duchamp, Erik Satie (Brancusi’s close friend) Simone de Beauvoir, in the series, Brancusi is of such a stature.

In January 2009 at the auction of Yves St. Laurent’s collection held at the Grand Palais in Paris Brancusi’s wooden sculpture entitled Mme. L.R. (Leonie Ricou) was sold for 29 million euros. Perhaps less important to us lovers of Brancusi’s sculpture. the commercial value of his works is soaring too…quite recently a version of The Bird in Space was sold at Christie’s in New York for a ‘mere’ 17 million or so dollars.

My talk about Brancusi which will include a power point slide show is a celebration (critical analysis?) of Brancusi’s life. 

Sanda Miller

