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Romanian Cultural Institute in London: Press Release

Romanian films lead the new wave
The New Europe Film Festival in Edinburgh

Two Romanian films California Dreamin (Endless) and The Paper Will Be Blue will be opening the New Europe Film Festival in Edinburgh, 4-13 April 2008.

The New Europe Festival provides a showcase for the best feature films from the countries that joined the European Union in 2004 and 2007. Major films from the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, Lithuania and Romania were selected this year.

The Festival opens on 4 April with California Dreamin’ (Endless) by Romanian director Cristian Nemescu, based on a true story during the 1999 Yugoslavia war. The screening will be followed by a Q&A session with screenwriter Tudor Voican, chaired by the festival’s director Jan Naszewski. To add even more Balkan flavour to a classical Balkan story, the evening will finish with a concert given by powerful ethno group Paprika Balkanicus.
California Dreamin’ won the Un Certain Regard prize at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival, the Iris Award for Best Film, the Audience Award and the Canvas Award at the Brussels European Film Festival 2007. More recently it won the Satyajit Ray Foundation Prize in March 2008. Following the New Europe Film Festival, it will be distributed nationally in the UK by Artificial Eye. 
The Paper Will be Blue by Radu Muntean revolves around the nightmarish experience of the 1989 Romanian Revolution, and will be screened on the second day of the festival. The critically acclaimed film was the recipient of numerous awards at international film festivals such as Berlin, Namur, Sarajevo or Antalya.
The Romanian Cultural Institute in London supports the participation of the Romanian films at the New Europe Film Festival. ICR has invited Romanian movies and film-makers to screen their works at London festivals such as: Voyages or Eat Our Shorts. The new wave Romanian films were met with an enthusiastic response from UK critics and audiences.

For further information and the full programme of the New Europe Film Festival please visit: www.icr-london.co.uk 
        www.neweuropefilm.com
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