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Romanian Cultural Institute London: Press Release 
Carpets from Maramures and peacocks from Norfolk at the Modern Art in Oxford 

Two live peacocks in three huge golden cages surprise the visitors of Modern Art in Oxford. They were brought from a farm in Norfolk. Close by there is a flying carpet with planes and angels and the picture of a tree in a snowed wood in Maramures, “blossomed” as if by miracle. The works are part of the exhibition The Need for Uncertainty by Romanian artist Mircea Cantor, which takes place from 2 April – 1 June 2008 with the support of the Romanian Cultural Institute in London. 

Inspired by the carpet tradition and wooden sculpture from Maramures, The Need for Uncertainty is a meditation on the contradictions of our contemporary world and the human condition. Mircea Cantor worked with Victoria Berbecaru and Gheorghe Pop, two well-known craftsmen from Maramures.  “This collaboration has brought new energies to my art”, says the artist. 

“Cantor has a lyrical sensibility and an unusually light touch. These overlapping elements – magic carpet, gilded cage, miraculous tree – seem rooted in eastern European fairy tales but separately return you to modern reality.”
Laura Cumming, The Observer, 6 April 2008

At the same time with his exhibition in Oxford, Mircea Cantor has taken part in the group exhibition Artes Mundi at the National Art Museum in Cardiff with the following works: Departure, Diamond Corn, Shadow for a While and Shortcuts. The exhibition displays works by nine international artists short listed by prestigious experts from over 400 candidatures. 

Born in 1977 in Oradea, Romania, Mircea Cantor lives and works in Paris and Cluj, Romania. Since he first began exhibiting in 1999 his work has achieved a growing international reputation. Recent solo exhibitions include: Ciel Variable, Frac Champagne-Ardennes, Reims, France (2007), The Title Is the Last Thing, Philadelphia Museum of Art (2006) and Burn to be Burnt, GAMEC, Bergamo, Italy (2006). Group exhibitions include the 4th Berlin Biennial for contemporary art, Berlin (2006), Power Play, Artpace, San Antonio, Texas (2007), Brave New Worlds, The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota and Airs de Paris, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France (2007). 

The Need for Uncertainty is the first of an ambitious new series of artists' commissions produced by Modern Art Oxford in collaboration with Arnolfini, Bristol and Camden Arts Centre, London. In partnership with the Romanian Cultural Institute in London, the exhibition will be presented at Arnolfini, Bristol, from 13 September to 16 November 2008; also at the Camden Arts Centre, London, from 13 February to 12 April 2009.

For further information, please visit: www.icr-london.co.uk 

Attached stills from the exhibition. 
Photo: Laurenţiu Garofeanu. 
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