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7 March 2008
Press Release: Romanian project at the London Festival of Architecture 2008
New Bucharest Market 

by TransCentralUrban Bucharest (TUB)

Curator Mihnea Mircan

Bucharest looks today like an intricate layering of ‘emergencies’. The remains of early modernism, the dysfunctional structures left behind by communist megalomania and the current unbridled expansion of urban space shape a gridlocked city that needs a vision for development. 

New Bucharest Market will present the TUB project (Transcentral Urban Bucharest),  

a collaboration between 14 architecture studios in Bucharest, which seeks to redefine the city identity by fostering social, cultural and environmental initiatives.

New Bucharest Market will go live in Bucharest in May. A mobile market for ideas and products of social and urban regeneration will circulate the map described by TUB.  Architects will engage passers-by on issues of alternative transportation, city identity, cultural diversity, organic urban farming, pedestrian routes and environmental concerns. ‘Producer’ and ‘buyer’ will negotiate the immediate future of the city. Architectural expertise, public needs and expectations will be tasted and tested, tried out and debated. 

The exhibition at the Romanian Cultural Institute in London will consist of a photo-video documentation of the market event in Bucharest. The stalls will chart the exhibition space, both outside and inside the Institute at 1 Belgrave Square. They will function as props for a performance in which the architects will advocate their project to visitors. 

The exhibition includes also works by some of the best young Romanian artists, who will respond to the ‘market of architecture’. Mona Vatamanu and Florin Tudor will present the Infobox project, a model of a typical Bucharest apartment transformed into an outdoor exhibition gallery; Vlad Nanca will engage the political symbolism of the building of the Institute; Daniel Gontz’s installation will apply the principles of Tetris to architecture; Ciprian Muresan will propose an ironic reinterpretation of the Communist Manifesto; and Alexandra Croitoru will install a free hot chocolate vendor, humorously fusing ideas of monumentality and relational aesthetics.
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