Ciné lumière 








Goethe-Institut London

Voyages

A season of contemporary European documentaries

27 Nov – 6 Dec at Ciné lumière and the Goethe-Institut London

To celebrate the wealth and diversity of contemporary documentary films in Europe, various European cultural institutes and embassies in London and the European Commission Representation in the UK have collaborated on ‘Voyages’, a ten-day festival showcasing the work of new and established directors from across the continent. 

In their subject matter, the twenty films on the programme provide a valuable insight into the concerns and ways of life of the people of our different countries, and into Europe’s engagement with the wider world, its histories, cultures and peoples. Likewise in style and approach, the films speak eloquently of the range of filmmaking practices and cultures that exist in Europe today. 

Of the films screening, many will never have been seen before in the UK, and most will be presented by their directors in person. Q&As will provide the opportunity for audiences to engage directly with the filmmakers and to respond to issues raised by the films. 

Voyages is the first joint project of the EUNIC London cluster (European Union National Institutes for Culture in London) which aims to improve and promote cultural diversity and understanding between European societies.

Participating Institutions: Austrian Cultural Forum, Czech Centre London, Cultural Department – Cyprus High Commission in the UK, Embassy of Finland – London, Embassy of Belgium – Flemish Representation, Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria, Embassy of Denmark, Embassy of the Republic of Latvia in the UK, Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia – London, Embassy of Sweden, Estonian Embassy in London, The Finnish Institute, Goethe-Institut London, Hungarian Cultural Centre London, Institut français, Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania, PocketVisions, Polish Cultural Institute London, Romanian Cultural Institute London

Tickets & Venue Info

Ciné lumière





Goethe-Institut London





Single Bill: £5, conc. £4



Single Bill: £5, conc. £4

Double Bill: two consecutive films 


Double Bill: two consecutive films 
at the same venue: £7, conc. £5


at the same venue: £7, conc. £5

Triple Bill: three consecutive films 
at the same venue: £9, conc. £7

Ciné lumière at the Institut français, 


Goethe-Institut London 
17 Queensberry Place, London SW7


50 Princes Gate, Exhibition Road, London SW7

www.institut-francais.org.uk



www.goethe.de/london

Calendar

Date
Time
Venue
Title
Director
Year
Country
Cert.

Tue 27 Nov
7.00pm
Ciné lumière
Preview Screening: Back to Normandy
N. Philibert
2006
France
15

Wed 28 Nov
7.00pm
Ciné lumière
No Man is and Island
S. Lindén
2006
Finland
15

Wed 28 Nov
8.15pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: About Water (People and Yellow Cans)
U. Maurer
2007
Austria
12A

Thu 29 Nov 
6.15pm
Ciné lumière
Between Two Lives 

+ Q&A with the director and producer David D’Arcy
J. Mallon
2005
Ireland
15

Thu 29 Nov 
7.45pm
Ciné lumière
Lost Holiday

+ Q&A with the director
L. Králová
2007
Czech Rep.
12A

Fri 30 Nov
6.45pm
Ciné lumière
Sargy Mann

+ Q&A with Sargy Mann and Patrick Hazard (Pocketvisions)
P. Mann
2007
UK
12A

Fri 30 Nov
8.15pm
Ciné lumière
The Danube Exodus

+ Q&A with writer Andras Forgach
P. Forgács
1998
Hungary
15

Fri 30 Nov
7.00pm
Goethe-Institut
From Far Away 
T. Arslan
2005
Germany
15

Sat 1 Dec
4.00pm
Goethe-Institut
UK Premiere: Giorgos Seferis: The Poet in the Land of Eclipse

+ Q&A with the director
A. Pantzis
2005
Cyprus
12A

Sat 1 Dec
7.00pm
Goethe-Institut
UK Premiere: The Grandmothers of the Revolution
P. Seliskar
2006
Slovenia
15

Sat 1 Dec
2.30pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: The Church Will Arrive in the Morning
A. Miziss
2007
Latvia
15

Sat 1 Dec
4.00pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: Before Flying Back to the Earth

+ Q&A with the director
A. Matelis
2006
Lithuania
15

Sat 1 Dec
6.30pm
Ciné lumière
Linda and Ali: Two Worlds within Four Walls

+ Q&A with the director
L. Vandekeybus
2005
Belgium 

(Flanders)
15

Sun 2 Dec
4.15pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: Wounds of Afghanistan
I. Heinmaa
2005
Estonia
15

Sun 2 Dec
6.30pm
Ciné lumière
Georgi and the Butterflies
A. Paounov
2004
Bulgaria
15

Mon 3 Dec
7.00pm
Goethe-Institut
UK Premiere: Everyone’s Fine

+ Q&A with the director and Richard Kilborn (Stirling University)
R. Hartleb
2006
Sweden
12A

Tue 4 Dec
6.45pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: The Great Communist Bank Robbery

+ Q&A with the director

+ short film: The Skiers (Finland, 2006, dir. John Webster, cert. PG)
A. Solomon
2004
Romania
15

Tue 4 Dec
8.30pm
Ciné lumière
UK Premiere: The Grandmothers of the Revolution
P. Seliskar
2006
Slovenia
15

Wed 5 Dec
7.00pm
Goethe-Institut
UK Premiere: About Water (People and Yellow Cans)
U. Maurer
2007
Austria
12A

Thu 6 Dec
7.00pm
Goethe-Institut
UK Premiere: In a Soldier’s Footsteps

+ short film: The First Day (Poland, 2007, dir. Marcin Sauter, cert. 15)
M. Zeruneith
2005
Denmark
15

Synopsis

Back to Normandy    Retour en Normandie

‘This film’s origins lie in another. The one that the director René Allio shot in Normandy in 1975 based on a local crime: I, Pierre Rivière, Having Slaughtered My Mother, My Sister and My Brother. I was 24 at the time. René Allio had offered me a position as first assistant director. Shot a few miles from the scene of the triple murder 140 years earlier, this film owed most of its uniqueness to the fact that nearly every part was given to local country people. Today, I have decided to return to Normandy to seek out the transient actors of the film. Thirty years have passed...’ Nicolas Philibert (director, Etre et avoir)

France | 2006 | col | 109 mins | dir. Nicolas Philibert 

Official Selection (Out of Competition): Cannes Film Festival 2007

Courtesy of Tartan Films

No Man is an Island    Ei kukaan ole saari

In beautifully composed images, director Sonja Lindén tells the story of her father Krister, who has lived alone on an island for the past 16 years.  Aside from daily phone conversations to his sick wife, and the company of his cat, he busies himself preparing for his death. A poetic and warm-hearted rumination on mortality, loss and love. 

Finland | 2006 | col | 40 mins | dir. Sonja Lindén

Main Prize, Tampere International Film Festival 2007

About Water (People and Yellow Cans)    Über Wasser, Menschen und gelbe Kanister

‘He who wants water must be prepared to kill for it’ an old Arab saying goes. At the beginning of the 21st century, water, the ancient source of life, already is in short supply all over the world. From the heart of Africa to the Aral Sea in the Kazakh steppe the film portrays different people’s lives and their struggle for water and survival.

Austria | 2007 | col | 82 mins | dir. Udo Maurer

Between Two Lives    Idir Dhá Shaol 

The extraordinary life of Connemara man Willie Walsh, who left Ireland in 1968 and ended up homeless in London, is the subject of Idir dhá Shaol (Between Two Lives). The simple, painful and heart-rending story of a forgotten side of the Irish Diaspora, the film tells Willie’s story in his own words and in his own language – Irish. Willie was eventually saved by the Cricklewood Homeless Concern project, but not before losing his wife, child, and his home. He now works for the Concern, helping other people who are going through the same experiences he did. 

Ireland | 2005 | col | 30 mins | dir. John Mallon

Best Irish Short Documentary, Galway Film Fleadh 2005

Lost Holiday    Ztracená dovolená

A suitcase with rolls of undeveloped film found by a Czech tourist in a Swedish skip triggers a documentary detective story – a search for six unknown tourists, who have lost their holiday snaps. A film about journeys, identity and the testimonial power of photography in the contemporary interconnected world. 

Czech Republic | 2007 | col | 84 mins | dir. Lucie Králová

Best Documentary Film, Karlovy Vary International Film Festival 2007

Sargy Mann

‘This is less a film about blindness than the act of painting itself, rarely so well described.’ Sargy Mann has been a successful figurative painter for over twenty years despite being registered blind. In May 2005 he went to Cadaques, Spain to find subjects for new pictures. In three weeks he found about twenty motifs he wanted to paint back in his Suffolk studio, but the day after getting back he went completely blind. This film shows how he has continued to paint, and, in some people’s opinion, to make some of his best ever work. 

UK | 2007 | col | 38 mins | dir. Peter Mann

The Danube Exodus     Dunai Exodus: A folyó beszédes áramlatai 

In The Danube Exodus, Hungarian filmmaker Péter Forgács documents the Jewish exodus from Slovakia just before the outbreak of WW2. In two boats, a group of 900 Slovak and Austrian Jews tried to reach the Black Sea via the river Danube. Forgács’s film uses the footage of amateur filmmaker Nándor Andrásovits, captain of one of the boats, showing life on board ship. 

Hungary | 1998 | b&w | 60 mins | dir. Péter Forgács

From Far Away    Aus der Ferne
Turkey seen through the eyes of a filmmaker who rediscovers a country where he spent part of his childhood. Turkish-German director Thomas Arslan himself held the camera to record a journey he undertook over two months in 2005 that led him from Instanbul east to Dogubayazit near the Iranian border. His beautiful, carefully framed long-takes let us observe how people, towns and landscape slowly change as we follow his unconventional route. 

Germany | 2005 | col | 89 mins | dir. Thomas Arslan

Berlin International Film Festival 2006

Giorgos Seferis: The Poet in the Land of Eclipse

The second of a two-part documentary centering on the 288 photographs the Nobel Prize-winning Greek poet Giorgos Seferis shot in Occupied Cyprus on his three trips to the island in 1953, 1954 and 1955. The film traces the poet’s itinerary, looking to discover the relation between his photographs and his poems, encountering various obstacles along the way. A road movie in time and space. 

Cyprus | 2007 | col | 85 mins | dir. Andreas Pantzis

Thessaloniki Documentary Festival 2007

The Grandmothers of the Revolution     Babice revolucije 

Slovenian director Petra Seliskar investigates the role of ideology in her personal history, specifically the stories of her paternal grandfather – interned in a Slovenian prison camp for 12 years after WW2 for his part in the nationalist uprising against the partisans – and her boyfriend’s maternal grandfather – shot by the police during a demonstration against Tito’s regime. Mixing interviews, archive footage and home movies, and tied together by a voice-over by the director herself, this is a thoughtful film about lives touched by history. 

Slovenia/Cuba/Macedonia/The Netherlands | 2006 | col | 96 mins | dir. Petra Seliskar


The Church Will Arrive in the Evening     Baznica Piestâs Vakarâ

In the ice-free months of the year Father Gennady captains a barge transformed into a floating Orthodox Church on a mission trip along the Volga-Don Canal to the remote Russian villages. At each port of call Father Gennady leads church services, distributes holy sacraments and hears confessions. But all this changes when due to unexpected circumstances the mission trip suddenly takes a surprising turn.

Latvia | 2007 | col | 52 mins | dir. Andis Mizišs

Before Flying Back to the Earth    Pries parskrendant i zeme

Documentarian Arunas Matelis became familiar with the oncology ward at Vilnius Pediatrics Hospital when his daughter underwent treatment there. After her recovery, he returned to the site of the most meaningful months of his life to film the children and their parents. Neither grim nor maudlin, never pushing a false sense of inspiration or hope, Before Flying is an eloquent look at human resilience, the wisdom of children and the charged relationship between caregiver and patient. 

Lithuania | 2006 | col & b&w | 52 mins | dir. Arunas Matelis 

Best Documentary, Amsterdam International Documentary Festival 2005

Official Entry, Best Foreign Film, 79th Academy Awards 2006 

Linda and Ali: Two Worlds within Four Walls    Linda et Ali : deux mondes entre quatre murs

A rare portrait of life in the tiny Gulf state of Qatar, Belgian Lut Vandekeybus’ Linda and Ali: Two Worlds within Four Walls explores the cross-cultural marriage of American-born Linda and her Qatari husband Ali Al Saigel. Gaining unprecedented access to the insular world of Qatari society, the director followed the couple and their seven children for three years from 2001.

Belgium (Flanders) | 2005 | col | 94 mins | dir. Lut Vandekeybus

Wounds of Afghanistan     Afganistani armid 

A film about men whose lives were forever changed during the period 1979–89 when Estonians were forced to fight in the ranks of the Soviet army in Afghanistan. In total 1.2 million Afghans and 15,000 Soviet soldiers were killed in the War of Afghanistan. 1,112 young men were sent to the war from Estonia, of whom around 50 were killed. Wounds of Afghanistan follows two Estonian veterans – artist Simson and tractor driver Leino – on a return trip to the country, exploring their thoughts and feelings at revisiting the places where they fought for their lives 15 years earlier. 

Estonia | 2005 | col | 55 mins | dir. Ivar Heinmaa 

Georgi and the Butterflies    Georgi i peperudite

Georgi and the Butterflies tells the story of Dr Georgi Lulchev, Director of the Home for Mentally Challenged Men and a dreamer. He dreams of setting up a farm where his patients can make themselves useful. This is a story full of optimism, snails, ostriches, charity, schizophrenics, foreign investors, Western hunters, misery and hope – relayed with gentle compassion.

Bulgaria | 2004 | col | 60 mins | dir. Andrev Paounov

Best Director, Amsterdam International Documentary Film Festival 

Best Director, Cracow Film Festival 

Everyone’s Fine    Alla mår bra 

In 1972 Rainer Hartleb stepped into a classroom in the Stockholm suburb Jordbro. The idea was to film the children’s path through school and life in the ‘new Sweden’ – the suburbs. The project continued into the 80s and 90s, receiving considerable critical acclaim in Sweden and abroad. Everyone’s Fine is the latest installment, filmed in 2006, as the children reach middle-age. 

Sweden | 2006 | col & b&w | 157 mins | dir. Rainer Hartleb

Tempo Documentary Award, Tempo Documentary Festival (Sweden) 2006

The Great Communist Bank Robbery    Marele jaf comunist 

In 1959 there was robbery at the Romanian National Bank in Bucharest. The Romanian police scoured the country and ultimately arrested six people who they declared to be guilty. All of them were former high-ranking members of the Party and the Securitate, all of them Jewish. After confessing, the robbers agreed to re-enact their crime for the cameras. Alexandru Solomon’s film deconstructs this police reconstruction and draws an astonishing evocation of the lost world of Romanian Stalinism. 

Romania/France | 2004 | col & b&w | 75 mins | dir. Alexandru Solomon

The Skiers    Hiihtajat 

A hand opens, turns … an old man’s hand, whose lines echo the criss-crossed patterns of ski-tracks. Veteran soldier-skiers of the Winter War take part in an annual skiing competition. The Skiers tells the story in a handful of words and a few telling images. The result is a celebration of old age, the joy of life, and the tough endurance of the Finnish spirit. 

Finland | 2006 | col | 11 mins | dir. John Webster

In a Soldier’s Footsteps    I soldatens fodspor 

Steven Ndugga was 13 when he was conscripted into a paramilitary group in his native Uganda. Now 30, he is living as a political refugee in Denmark. Director Mette Zeruneith is preparing a documentary on Steven’s past when a bizarre turn of events abruptly launches the film in a new direction. Steven receives word that his 10-year-old son, long presumed dead, is alive and serving as a boy soldier in the Ugandan army. Determined to liberate his son, Steven returns to his homeland only to be abducted by the military. But is he a terrorist, as the Ugandan state claims, or a victim caught up in a web of corruption? 

Denmark | 2005 | col | 89 mins | dir.  Mette Zeruneith

The First Day    Pierwszy dzien

A film about one of the most important moments in everyone’s life: the first day at school. For the children of the fishermen and reindeer breeders of rural Siberia, their first day will also involve leaving the countryside and their family behind and taking the boat or plane to the city. 

Poland | 2007 | col | 18 mins | dir. Marcin Sauter

Cracow International Film Festival 2007

Full screening info and synopses online at www.europe.org.uk/voyages

For photos or more information about the season, contact


Natacha Antolini on 020 7073 1365 or natacha.antolini@ambafrance.org.uk

Tamara Anderson on 020 7073 1333 or tamara.anderson@ambafrance.org.uk  
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