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Press release

All the Gold Medals: The Enescu Society Scolarship & Nelly Miricioiu at RCI London

On the 4th of December 2008, the Romanian Cultural Institute in London (RCI) hosted the
Enescu Society gala concert.
The occasion was special as it offered an outstanding recital by Romanian-born soprano Nelly Miricioiu and also announced the creation of the Enescu Society Scholarship in partnership with the Royal Academy of Music.

Nelly Miricioiu, the famous Romanian Soprano known to her fans as La Miricioiu, performed an exceptional bel canto recital of famous arias and Romanian plays. One of the great voices of the international opera scene, Nelly Miricioiu has performed alongside such greats as Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo, Rento Bruson, Roberta Alagna and Franco Bonisooli. Accompanied by Pianist David Harper, La Miricioiu overwhelmed the audience at the RCI with a complex programme of music from composers Enescu, Bretan and Brediceanu as well as Rossini, Rodrigo, Meyerbeer, Bellini, Donizetti and Verdi. She has recently performed in a production of Macbeth at the Queen Elizabeth Hall. 

On behalf of the Romanian Cultural Institute, writer and journalist Noel Malcolm, researcher at the All Souls College Oxford and Enescu’s biographer in Great Britain, announced the founding of the Enescu Society Scholarship in London. The scholarship is a partnership between the RCI and the Royal Academy of Music. Supported financially by the RCI, the scholarship will be awarded from September 2009 to a first year student at the RAM, irrespective of their nationality. The successful candidate will undertake and pass the rigorous exams and auditions set by the Royal Academy of Music. The winner will become a member of the Enescu Society at the RCI and will include Enescu in their further studies and concerts. 
The Gala concert was greeted by a message from HRH Crown Princess Margarita of Romania who in 2007 accepted an invitation from the RCI to be a Patron of the Enescu Society. The Romanian Royal Family continues thus a tradition of supporting both the great composer and Romanian culture in an international context. 
Present at the Gala, Dr Ion Jinga, the Romanian Ambassador to Great Britain, a firm supporter of the Institute’s Enescu Project,  gave an interview to Romanian Television - a media partner of this event.

Gabriela Massaci, the Director of the RCI had this to say about the evening’s concert:
“For over four hours the concert hall of the RCI in Belgrave Square London had been under siege. We were happy, and a little concerned, to see over 250 music lovers - critics, composers, students, academics, and diplomats happily crammed in an area designed for 130. I believe that we were indeed ‘illegal’ – but for a very good cause!  The British audience is beginning to appreciate that there are many Romanian cultural values in the artistic patrimony of the world . For us, George Enescu is a ‘bridge-head’ towards the British territories already inhabited by great well-known names, and we wish that Enescu will regain his rightful place alongside them”.
The RCI is currently preparing a documentary film on the Enescu Season 2007/2008 and is continuing to receive letters of support from those who attended the event.

“Bravo for backing the recital of the season. I do not think many artists communicate quite like Nelly Miricioiu! This was a daunting programme with an astonishing number of peaks. For me this was Lady Macbeth, but also Doina, the simplicity of the Enescu settings and of course, the encores!”
David Nice; Music Critic
“It is through the teachings of the RCI that I have learnt, along with many others, all about the culture, traditions, history and many other subjects of the country of Romania and its People. All I knew before was about the little Romanian orphans but I have learnt so many positive things about your lovely people and culture. It is though the RCI that these things and teachings are transferred and your work builds bridges between communities and helps dispel racism. So again, please keep up the fantastic work and I know you all work so very hard. What the RCI does is priceless. Look how far you have come from last year and how many people are now trying to attend you popular events The RCI is wonderful and educational and we need you.”
 Jacqueline Cuthbert; Professor

“That was absolutely Olympic!  For me the highlights were Don Carlos, the Enesco Songs and the unaccompanied folk son. It was a triumph for Nelly – of stamina, determination, courage, faith and sheer bloody hard work! You didn’t just finish the course, but won all the gold medals!”
Tony Scotland; Writer and broadcaster 
More details about Enescu Gala at: http://www.icr-london.co.uk 
Attached: photos from the event. Photo: Laurenţiu Garofeanu. 
Copyright: Romanian Cultural Institute.
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