Maiastra,  Please Sing! A new work by boyleANDshaw featuring artists Line Ellegaard, Adam James, Malin Ståhl  and musician Frank Biddulph 

Duration: 20 mins
 

Inspired by the figure of Constantin Brancusi, the young British artist duo boyleANDshaw present a new site-specific experimental theatre work that places the artist in an imaginary and surreal setting. The performance will be improvised around an experimental text/script that started life as an email exchange between boyleANDshaw and the artist David Shrigley. Initially triggered by a response to lines form Shrigley's reply: ‘Imagine being called Monday…imagine being called Monday morning’, the text from the ensuing exchange of emails formed the basis of the script.
 
Maiastra, Please Sing! is an elaborate fictional work with a surreal dreamlike quality which begins with the figure of Brancusi in an imaginary museum setting. The narrative then follows the characters/attendants into a fairground with imagery vaguely inspired by Brancusi’s legendary march to Paris. In the play boyleANDshaw envision a mutant mystical experience, described through a montage of drawings, cut out props, Romanian folklore and music and semi-fictional voiceover’s. In doing so, they dismantle a chronology and the memory of the figure of Brancusi gains new possibilities.
London based artists Line Ellegaard, Adam James and Malin Ståhl will take on the roles of the attendees in the play taking inspiration from the life and oeuvre of Brancusi. Drawing on traditional Romanian folk music, violinist Frank Biddulph will provide a live improvised soundtrack to accompany the performance.

boyleANDshaw are pleased to be able to home Maiastra, Please Sing! with the kind support of the Romanian Cultural Institutes at their base in London, alongside the Constantin Brancusi the Photographer exhibition and Sanda Miller’s presentation. Maiastra, Please Sing! is produced and written by boyleANDshaw, with the curatorial assistance of Elea Himmelsbach with production support form Helen Smith. 

