[image: image1.png]ROMANIAN
. ‘ CULTURAL
INSTITUTE



                         
Artists’ Biographies: 

Simon Blendis – violin:

Simon Blendis enjoys an international career as a chamber musician, soloist and orchestral leader. He has been leader of the Schubert Ensemble since 1995, with whom he has performed in over 30 different countries, recorded twenty CDs of music ranging from Brahms to Judith Weir, made frequent broadcasts for BBC Radio 3 and appeared regularly at Europe’s major venues.. As a soloist he has performed and recorded with the RPO, ECO, and BCMG in the UK and OEK in Japan, with whom he has recorded Vivaldi’s Four Seasons for the Warner Japan label. 

Corinne Chapelle - violin

Ms. Chapelle has appeared as soloist and chamber musician throughout Europe, Asia and the United States. Chosen to represent the United States as an International Ambassador of Music, Corinne Chapelle performed at the Senate Caucus in Washington, D.C. and gave the Chinese Premier of the Barber Violin Concerto with the Shanghai and Beijing Central Philharmonic Orchestras. 
Remus Azoitei - violin:

Romanian-born violinist Remus Azoitei has achieved international acclaim since his concerto debut at the age of eight. Hailed as “an uninhibited virtuoso, with soul and fabulous technique” by The Strad, he has performed in Europe, North America, Japan and New Zealand. His CD release of the entire violin repertoire by Enescu, a world premiere project, has received international acclaim. He is a violin professor at the Royal Academy of Music in London.

Ruth Rogers – violin:

The playing of British violinist Ruth Rogers has been described as “not calculated in any sense, her performance style and technique so assured that the music flows as a natural consequence of innermost understanding. Ruth Rogers must be one of the most gifted young violinists in Britain.” (Musical Opinion.). As a soloist and chamber musician she performed at the Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room, Royal Albert Hall, St John’s Smith Square, etc. In 2006 and 2008, Ruth played to orphans, malaria patients and land-mine victims in refugee camps on the Thai-Burma border 

Susan Knight – viola

Susan Knight made her debut at the Purcell Room in the London South Bank after completing her studies at the Royal College of Music, During the screening of "Viola Viola" by George Benjamin at the Meltdown Festival in London, Susan performed with violist Lawrence Power in the Royal Festival Hall. She is a guest of the Nash Ensemble, and she is regularly invited at the International Musicians Seminar Prussia Cove in England.
Tobias Breider - viola

The German viola playerTobias Breider is a native of Münster (Westfalia). He has been a regular guest at the Plush Festival, as well as performing at other venues across Europe. After being a member of the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra for seven seasons, he recently moved to Hamburg as principal violist of the Philharmonic State Orchestra performing both Operas and Symphonies.

Tim Horton - piano

Tim Horton graduated from Trinity College Cambridge in 1995 and at short notice, was asked to replace Alfred Brendel in two performances of Schoenberg’s Piano Concerto with the CBSO and Sir Simon Rattle at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall and the Royal Festival Hall, London. Since then Tim has performed with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Bournemouth Symphony and Trondheim Symphony orchestras. Performances of Britten's 'The Turn of the Screw' with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra led to recording of the work for Virgin Classics. 
Adrian Brendel – cello

Adrian Brendel has quickly established himself as one of the leading cellists of his generation, performing extensively as a soloist and in chamber music throughout Europe, the US, and Japan. His recent two year partnership with his father Alfred Brendel, performing all of Beethoven’s music for cello and piano at venues throughout the world was a huge public and critical success. They have also recorded these works for Philips. He is co-founder of Music at Plush, a summer music festival held every year in Dorset, Southwest England. 

Pierre Doumenge – cello

French cellist Pierre Doumenge was for over four years a member of the Dante Quartet performing at most of the major venues in Europe and making regular radio and commercial recordings. Pierre is in demand as guest artist with many chamber groups such as the Nash Ensemble, the Belcea Quartet, the Allegri Quartet, and has worked as guest principal cellist of the English Chamber Orchestra. Pierre Doumenge teaches cello at the Yehudi Menuhin School and the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.
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