Don Quixote: Director's concept  
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The show unfolds between the two assertions of the famous knight errant: "I know too well who I am!" and "This is exactly the other way round!", that is, between perceiving personal value and exposing the upside-down world we live in. From the perspective of mediocrity, Don Quixote is a misfit, hence his tragedy. Value cannot adapt to the norms of non-value, even if the latter stands for majority. This is why he cannot descend into the world; it is the world that should rise to him. This challenge to the common sense is the eternal tragedy of those who find themselves stranded in a humanity comfortably sleeping away its existence.

Don Quixote is not under hypnosis, he has the transcending sight of the Spirit. At the same time, he is the one who - as Unamuno phrased it - owns the truth. The windmills are but the infamous disguise of virtual monsters under an ordinary mask. They say the nation that has a sense of danger has genius. Don Quixote alone has as much of this quality as for a whole nation, thus confirming the principle of higher mathematics, which says that the part is larger than the whole. His heroism is martyred in the burning laughter of the many and the blind.

It was not accidental that Dostoevsky considered Don Quixote the second most important character of humankind after Jesus Christ.

A new universal theatrical language is at the service of Cervantes' major work. A theater performance beyond words, beyond the barriers of language, mentality, culture or the obsessions of political ideology. An easily accessible language, just like Don Quixote's soul. Classic pantomime, the jocular spirit of commedia dell'arte, dance under various forms, the comedy of silent films have all been summoned to translate the spirit of the knight errant into a universal language.

Our century needs to take the pain and admit that driving noble spirits away, forcing value to join the social march, and adulating every-day reality have thrown man into an Ocean of  Despondency.

Don Quixote is and will always be the one who wakes humanity from its dreamless sleep. For the errant is not him, it is the world that has erred from the path of truth.

I dedicate this show to the actor of genius and professor Dem Radulescu.
Dan Puric, October 2006
