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Romanian Cinematheque
April – July 2010 Programme

Thu 15 April

Reenactment | Reconstituirea

7.00pm | Cert.15
România | 1968 | b&w | 100min | dir. Lucian Pintilie| cast: George Constantin, Emil Botta, George Mihăiţă, Vladimir Găitan, Ernest Maftei, Ileana Popovici, Nicky Wolcz, Ştefan Moisescu
Special screening: the 40th anniversary of the movie since its premiere in Bucharest. Followed by discussion with acclaimed actor Vladimir Găitan.
Ripu and Vuică are students who celebrate one evening by drinking too much. They attack the bar owner and break a window. Days later a policeman, a judge, and a film crew take them to the crime scene—instead of spending time in jail, they will work as actors in a state-sponsored documentary about alcoholism. In the course of the fictional filming, the youngsters experience very keenly their real feelings about their lives and the society they live in. 
Reenactment was Ceauşescu’s worst nightmare. After several screenings and without having had an official premiere, the film was banned because, according to one critic, “It was dominated by a sense of the tragic...and nourished by a profound civil and cultural awareness.
In my opinion Reenactment is the best movie in the history of the Romanian cinema. I think this movie had a huge influence on my generation.
Corneliu Porumboiu, Camera d'Or winner for ‘12:08 East of Bucharest’, 2006. 
I consider that the shock of ‘Reenactment’ is a vital, regenerating one, that it is the prelude for other shocks, which will replace a cinema of mystification by a cinema fanatically faithful to the truth.

Lucian Pintilie 


Thu 27 May


Philanthropy | Filantropica

7.00pm | Cert.15

România - France | 2002 | 110min | dir. Nae Caranfil | cast: Mircea Diaconu, Gheorghe Dinică, Mara Nicolescu, Florin Zamfirescu, Marius Florea Vizante, Florin Călinescu 
Sad-sack Ovidiu, 35, single and still living with his parents, belongs to Bucharest’s “beggars with a degree” class. A literature teacher, he gets no respect from his Mercedes-driving, cell phone-chatting students; his self-published book of fiction is a flop, barely earning him the equivalent of a tram ticket. But his life turns topsy-turvy, when he encounters jetsetting TV spokesmodel Diana. 

Winner of  Young European Jury Award, Mons International Festival of Love Films 2002;  Public Prize, Paris Film Festival 2002; Special Jury Award, Wiesbaden goEast 2002;  Audience Award, Würzburg International Filmweekend 2003.  

Caranfil is a rara avis of Romanian cinema: a screenwriter and director who tells serious stories (Filantropica is probably the best and undoubtedly the sadest of his movies), pleasing audience’s entertainment needs at the same time.

Andrei Gorzo

Tue 15 June
A Girl’s Tear | O lacrimă de fată
7.00pm | Cert. 15
România | 1980 | 83min | dir: Iosif Demian | cast: Anton Aftenie, Dorel Vişan, George Bussun, George Negoescu, Luiza Orosz, Costel Rădulescu, Horia Baciu, Dragoş Pâslaru  

Introduced by film critic Adina Brădeanu

Iosif Demian, one of the leading cameramen of his generation, and novelist Petre Sălcudeanu conceived of A Girl’s Tear as a film within a film. 16mm footage made by a police cameraman investigates a young girl’s mysterious death, the edge of the 16mm frame visible within the larger 35mm frame. This other film - the 35mm film being made by Demian - is at first completely identified with the police investigation movie, but gradually the two forms separate. The 16mm footage follows the crime. The 35mm film becomes increasingly a portrait of the community that spawned the murder—and the consequences of the act. 
Shot entirely in a Transylvanian village, with locals assuming most of the major roles, A Girl’s Tears is a provocative blend of ethnography and murder mystery.
Richard Pena, Programme Director, Film Society of Lincoln Center
A cinema-verite approach to this mystery story about the death of a young girl in a village adds credence to the story itself, it is as though the audience were following along with a real investigation instead of simply watching a narrative unfold.
Eleanor Mannikka, All Movie Guide

Tue 13 July
California Dreamin’ (Endless) | California Dreamin’ (Nesfârşit)
7.00pm  Cert.15

România  2007 155min  dir. Cristian Nemescu | cast: Armand Assante, Răzvan Vasilescu, Jamie Elman, Maria Dinulescu

Cristian Nemescu's posthumous feature debut was inspired by an event that had occurred in the late 1990s during the Kosovo war. A village station master in a Bucharest suburb blocks a train filled with military equipment and American marines for lack of legitimate customs papers. The scenario unfolds over the course of several days, as village locals mingle with the stranded troops. Forced to live side by side, both groups discover that life can never again be quite the same. 
Far and above, California Dreamin’ is the most lively and liberated film proposal we’ve seen in our entire ten days.
Pascale Ferran, awarding the film top prize for Cannes’ Un Certain Regard 
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