[image: image1.png]ROMANIAN
. ‘ CULTURAL
INSTITUTE



                               
New Romanian Shorts @ Cambridge Film Festival, 26 September 2.45 pm
The Romanian Lesson 

by film critic and TIFF director Mihai Chirilov
One could only fear entering a festival competition featuring a Romanian short film lately. Four years after the winning double bill in Berlin and Cannes (with Coffee and Cigarettes and Traffic), history has been repeating itself in 2008, with A Good Day for a Swim and Megatron winning golden awards in both major festivals. It’s not only flattering, but also refreshing to witness a brand new generation of directors approaching issues that have nothing to do with the big History. With few notable exceptions, the New Romanian Cinema has developed a positive obsession for the country’s past. Most of the recent works were outstanding in this respect, seemingly saying that those who forget the past are doomed to repeat it. However, the present requires its own chroniclers, and the younger and more in touch with reality they are, the better. You can look back, but you should take a look into now as well. And that’s where the short films enter. 

This 6-title pack not only captures the spirit of our times, it’s also a portrait of a country in transition. The shorts may employ different genres (from drama to comedy and faux thriller), but they’re all realistic slices of life, unfolding almost in real time and smartly hiding a social comment that can be sweet, bitter or bittersweet. Ironically, each one of them features some kind of teaching, but eventually it’s more like teaching someone a lesson.

In The Boxing Lesson (d. Alexandru Mavrodineanu), a father enters the boxing ring himself to teach his son a lesson when the kid refuses to take the boxing lessons. In A Good Day for a Swim (Bogdan Mustata), three juvenile delinquents indulge in a session of violence, teaching their two adult victims a lesson. In Megatron (d. Marian Crisan), a mother takes her son to McDonald’s for his anniversary, but she ends up being taught a tough lesson by the kid. There’s a son teaching their parents how to use Internet, in The Yellow Smiley Face (Constantin Popescu jr.), and a flirtatious husband teaching a beautiful woman how to swim, in Waves (d. Adrian Sitaru), but in the latter, there’s also a lesson in responsibility to be taught. Last but not least, in Life’s Hard (d. Gabriel Sarbu), the petty thief who assaulted a female driver ends up teaching her how to drive correctly. The funnier thing is that he’s also taught a lesson by his victim. 

There’s only one lesson to be learned after this collections of multi-winning shorts: Watch out these six young directors! London Film Festival learned that already, since Adrian Sitaru’s first feature film Hooked is part of its 2008 line-up.
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