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What Makes a Better City?

Tuesday 24th June, 7:00 - 7.50 pm

Panel: Peter Bishop, Marc Dorfman, Ken Dytor, Teodor Frolu, Diane Haigh, Chris Horn, Fred Manson, Steve McAdam, Dorin Stefan

Peter Bishop – Director of ‘Design for London’. He is currently Camden Council’s Director of Culture and Environment and is expected to take up the new role in December at which point Design for London - the Mayor’s new architecture and urban design unit - will be formally established. Design for London will operate as the focus for design leadership for London government, bringing together existing teams from the Greater London Authority, the London Development Agency and Transport for London. 

Marc Dorfman – Chief Planning and Regeneration Officer of the London Borough of Redbridge. He is in charge of planning, building control, urban design, regeneration and major projects. Marc is also is a member of the Association of London Borough Planning Officers and is part of the panel of London Officers who advise London Councils on planning matters. He is also a member of TEN – an innovative networking, training and mentoring group of chief officers from London and the South East that examines settlement planning and regeneration in London and Europe. 

Ken Dytor – Chartered Surveyor and managing director of Regeneration Investments which works for a variety of clients in infrastructure investment and property development focusing particularly on the health and education regeneration sectors. In 1998 he founded Urban Catalyst, a groundbreaking development company delivering mixed use regeneration projects which were sold in 2006. Ken is on the London Advisory Committee of English Heritage and advises Government on regeneration and sustainability. He also chairs Rivington Place, the first permanent home for culturally diverse visual arts and photography in London.
Teodor Frolu (chair) – Architect, partner in the architectural studio Re-act Now and co-managing partner of DC Communication. He has initiated several experimental projects, targeting urban development and regeneration, such as TUB (www.t-u-b.ro)  and Va Urma. President of the Board of the International Centre for Contemporary Arts, Romania and IPRA member.
Diane Haigh - Director of architecture and design review at CABE. She is an architect and was previously a Director at Allies and Morrison, where she worked on the renewal project for the Royal Festival Hall for many years.
Chris Horn – Director of CHA Ltd who are planning and regeneration advisors. He is currently working directly with Igloo/Carillion on the development of London's Olympic Media Centre for both Games and Legacy uses as well as advising a number of private clients on major redevelopment projects in London. Until 2007, Chris was Project Director for the Elephant and Castle regeneration scheme where he secured outline planning for over 600,000 M2 of mixed-use development and oversaw the first phases of the scheme recently taken on by Lend Lease (Europe). 

Fred Manson – Former Director of Regeneration and Environment at the London Borough of Southwark (1994-2001), where he oversaw economic development, planning, property management, environmental management, regeneration, leisure and community services. He is a member of the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment design review panel.  He was a design advisor to the GLA Architecture and Urbanism Unit from 2003 to 2005. From 2004 he has been an associate Director of the Heatherwick studio. In 2000 he was awarded an honorary OBE.

Steve McAdam – Founder and director of Fluid, a multidisciplinary design agency that deals with master planning, urban design and architecture most usually in the context of urban regeneration. He is a consultant to the Council of Europe for whom he has produced several written works, and a senior lecturer at London Metropolitan University where he played a key role in establishing the Cities Institute.
Dorin Stefan - Professor at the Bucharest Architecture University and head of D.S.B.A. architecture studio. Author of the Romanian Pavilion at Nagoya World Exhibition  (Japan, 2005), Taejon World Exhibition (South Korea, 1998), and of the Romanian pavilion at the Leipzig Book Fair 1997. Member of Architectural Technical Commission of Bucharest City Hall. References to his work in Architecture and Revolution, 1999 Routledge; The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture or A10 no.13.
Flocking over Bucharest

Tuesday 24th June, 8.00 – 8:50 pm

Presentations by Dorin Stefan, Claudiu Barsan-Pipu & Oana Nituica 

Claudiu Barsan-Pipu & Oana Nituica – Students at the University of Architecture and Urbanism in Bucharest. They have won several awards in various architectural competitions around the world, such as Darart King Abdullah II, Amman, Jordan (with  Delugan Meissl Associated Architects, Vienna, 1st Place Ex-Equo); Hotel OLYMPIAPARK Munich (with Delugan Meissl Associated Architects, Vienna, 1st Place Ex-Equo) and Earl Concert Hall, Austria (with Delugan Meissl Associated Architects, Vienna, 1st Place).  
Evicting the Ghost

Tuesday 15th July, 7- 9 pm
Alex Axinte and Cristi Borcan (studiobasar) – A search-and-rescue team, prepared for buildings, texts and talks, activated in Bucharest since September 2006. studiobasar explores urban dynamics from today’s events where, banality, improvisation, or illegality, became part of a system in a diversified culture, turning formal into informal, and back.
Jonathan Lahey Dronsfield – Reader in Theory & Philosophy of Art at the University of Reading and sits on the executive of the Forum for European Philosophy at the London School of Economics, and on the board of AICA (Association Internationale des Critiques d’Art). He has published various papers in the area of continental philosophy, on art and on ethics especially. Currently he is writing two books: Art’s Resistance to Ethics and Heidegger’s Philosophy of Art.
Dr Malcolm Quinn (PhD and MA RCA) – Reader in Critical Practice and Research Co-Ordinator at Wimbledon College of Art, University of the Arts London, where he leads the 'Agendas’’ research initiative. His writing deals with relations of aesthetics, politics and social structures, with particular emphasis on psychoanalytic models of the social bond. He is an editor of Journal for Lacanian Studies.
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