Sherban Lupu
One of the world’s leading performers of George Enescu’s music, Romanian-born Sherban Lupu studied at the Bucharest Conservatory. Mr Lupu left Romania to study in London at the Guildhall School of Music with Yfrah Neamen and he took lessons and master classes with legendary violinists Yehudi Menuhin, Henryk Szering and Nathan Milstein.

Lupu has won prizes in numerous competitions such as: Vienna International, Romanian national String Quartet, Jacques Thibaud in Paris, and Carl Flesh in London. Subsequently Lupu came to the United States to study with Dorothy De lay and, at Indiana University, with Josef Gingold and receive chamber music coaching from Menahem Pressler. Mr Lupu is currently professor of violin at the University of Illinois.
Appearing frequently as soloist in Europe and the United States, Lupu has also performed the complete cycle of Beethoven Sonatas with Mena hem Pressler. Mr Lupu specializes in the music of his native Romanian and Eastern Europe as well as the virtuoso romantic repertoire.

Solo appearances include The Kennedy Centre, Stead Festival, Aldeburgh Festival, Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Wigmore Hall, St John’s Smith Square and Carnegie Hall. He has also performed the Brahms and Tchaikovsky violin concertos in live broadcasts with the BBC Orchestra and has appeared as soloist with the Northern Israeli Symphonic Orchestra. Sherban Lupu recorded works by Ysa’e, Bartok, Enescu, Wieniawski, Ernst, Stravinsky, Bloch and Ginastera for the ASV, Arabesque, Continuum, Electrecord, Capstone, Zephyr labels, the BBC and he has recently release the recording of the Sonatas and Partitas for solo violin by  J.S. Bach. In the year 2000,, Mr Lupu received a lifetime achievement award from the Romanian Cultural foundation for his efforts to promote Romanian culture and music.
In May 2002 Sherban Lupu has been given the prestigious “Arnold Beckman” Award from the Research Board of the University of Illinois towards the recording of the complete works for violin and piano by Bela Bartok. In November 2002 Mr Lupu was awarder the title of Doctor Honoris Causa by the Academy of music “G. Dima” from Cluj (Romania) and in January 2004 the President of Romania has conferred upon Sherban Lupu the title of Commander of the National Order of merit and Service for his worldwide musical and cultural activities. In September 2005 Sherban Lupu organised the American premiere of the Opera “Oedipus” by George Enescu at the University of Illinois and the Symposium “Oedipus Myth and Its Interpretation”. For the academic year 2005-2006 Sherban Lupu has been appointed as Associate of the centre for Advanced Studies at University of Illinois and since December 2005 Mr Lupu is the Artistic director of the George Enescu Society of the United States.
Ioan Pop, from the village of Hoteni, Maramures County (northern Transylvania): guitar (zongora), flute without holes (tilinca), violin (cetera), trumpet violin (higheghe), drum (doba), voice.

Ioan Pop, the leader of the group of peasant virtuosos, is an agriculturer, cattle farmer, owner of a number of splendid rural guesthouses and the director of foreign music classes for foreigners. He enjoys the reputation of being the best peasant musician in the region and one of the most valuable in Romania.

Gheorghe Stan, from the village of Draganesti Vlasca, Wallachia (southern Romania): small cymbalom (tambal mic),  drum (doba), double bass (bas or gordon). A native from Draganesti Vlasca, Gheorge Stan is one of the last remaining players of small cymbalom – a very popular instrument at one time, which is now slowly going out of fashion. More conservative villagers hire him for different rural celebration (mostly weddings), while producers of folkloric shows deem him priceless.
Grigore Chira, from the village of Sindresti, Maramures County: double bass (bas or gordon), guitar (zongora), drum (doba). He is the only one in the group with classical training. Nonetheless, he is frequently present at celebrations in and around his village, where he plays any of the instruments the ensemble might possibly need him to (including keyboard).

